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Where's the Snow? ry ryan pope France

With March still out there, maybe I shouldn't even say that out loud. But this has been a seriously gentle
winter. Agair, maybe I shouldn,t say that out loud!

we all know what a terribly wet summer we had. The numbers were high even before Irene came along
and dropped l0 inches in just a few hours. It's said that over time seasoirs tend to average out, both in
terms of temperatures and precipitation. We waited a long time for our first snou,fall, which came on Oc-
tober 27trthis winter. A little late but a respectable 5 inch-es, followed by a foot the next day in an early
season Nor'easter- After that it realiy slacked off and we all began to wonder, where,s the snow? A few
days before Christmas brought 4 inches, covering the ground nicely and making it look the part even if we
9"* it was mostly window dressing. Christmas Eve ind Christmas Day were made quite perfect with
flurries and an ovenright dusting.

By this time last year we had had 89 inches of snow. We are up to a mere 36 inches for the current sea-
son' Last year all the talk was of how nature was reverting to good old fashioned winters, this year it
would appear we have shifted a few hundred miles to the south! Drive to the other side of Bromley and
you will see that there is virtually no snow from Manchester to Bennington. Even when we have had
snow' it has been followed by warm weather and has disappeared rathei quickly.
What this has been is arvinter of icy trees and icier driveways. If I hadn't sold my skates at ayard,saie I
could have used them right from my door this year. The fluctuating temperatures are an issue not just for
the rain and ice that they cause, but also for the tender perennials ii our gardens. For one thing, many are
lacking the flutry snow insulation that keeps them warm and growing 

"r-"r, 
while we can,t see them. Frost

heaves can be an issue, not just for our roidr but also for our gardens-. When spring comes you may see
some of your plants not sitting just right. That would be down to frost heaves i, yorr. garden . ..
People have been talking about the reduced numbers of birds at winter feeders. The experts put that down
to the factthatwith all the rain and the mild temperatures into fall, there has been an abundance of food
available for them elsewhere. And with mild temperatures now, there are even more insects available than
would usually be the case. If you watch, you willnotice that they do appeffto spend more time at feeders
after snow falls.

Robins have been reported around the state in big numbers this winter, even at higher elevations. While
you don't always see them, robins are often around in winter, not in the same sort of numbers, but not
completely absent either. They don't do the wholesale migration of many of our other songbirds.

Continued on page 3
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We spent January preparing the2)l2budget for your review at Town Meeting, March 6n. This has been a

joint effort among us, our treasurer Carol Merritt, her assistant Emie Friedli, and our auditors Ginny Crit-

tenden, Imme Maurath and Sally Hoover. We have made every effort to produce a document that is easy to

read and understand. We encourage everyone to review it before the meeting. Town Meeting is the one

place in the world where you decide directly how much money to pay out for government.

Several months ago we informed you that the state's Redistricting Committee had proposed a plan that

would drastically change the existing alignment of Windham with other culturally similar small towns; the

plan would also have reduced our representation to one person rather than the two we currently have. These

changes did not come to pass; the legislature has worked diligently to preserve existing districts and the

new billwill allow Windham to continue in District 4 (but be called District 3) and still have two represen-

tatives.

Back in August we received from the state an Order of Reappraisal. After consulting with the listers we ap-

pealed the order. The order has been rescinded and our plan for a multiple-year reassessment of all town

properties has been approved. The listers will have more to say about this important issue at Town Meet-

ing.

As most of you know by now, Walter Woodruff will be retiring this election cycle. Walt has not only been

great fun to work with but his integrity and love of Windham have guided the decisions the Select Board

has made over the last 30 years. We thank his lovely wife, Mary Lou, for lending him to us for such a long

time and wish them both many years of health, happiness and the freedom to do all that they wish.

Thanks Walt, from all of us. You have served us well; now go have a good time. And remember, we meet

the 1$ and 3'd Mondays of the month. We'llkeep the light on for you!

Margaret and Mary and Carol

Town Meeting is March 6 in20l2 byEdithserke

Our annual Town Meeting, when we all decide on our town budget, elect town officials, and get intimately

involved in our town government, will be held on Tuesday, March 6, starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Town

Hall/Meeting House. Everyone is encouraged to attend and participate. Before that date, you will all have

received the2011 Town Report from the auditors, which you are requested to bring with you.

Some of the Articles to be voted on are as follows:

The Windham School District Budget of $341,810, up from 5329,984last year.

The Town Highway Budget is proposed to go up from $370,000 in 20Il to $387,000 in2012.

The voters will be asked to authorize the Board of Selectmen to spend $40,000 to retain the

services of a Professional Appraisal firm to conduct a town wide reappraisal.

Appropriating $189,793.35 for the General Fund, up from $171,036 last year.

Town officials, whose current term expires in20l2, will be up for re-election.
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Where's Winter? continuedfrom page I
They are more nomadic than migratory, opportunistically searching out
food that goes well beyond worns. They find plants, berries and crabap-
ples to keep themselves fed. I saw two myselfjust the other day on wind-
ham Hill just north of Burbee Pond Road. If you have a crabapple tree
with any fruit left on it you may well be seeing them on your own prop-
erty.But it is also worth keeping in mind that birds are a good means of
gauging climate change (think of the proverbial canary in the coal-
mine). Their comings and goings can help to cue us in with what is hap-
pening with the weather beyond our general and often subjective impres-
sions ...

A few weeks back a friend and I were on Burbee pond Road when arear
snow squall came through. we turned onto windham Hill Road and
while I wouldn't say the sun was shining, it was a totally different
day. So now we joke about Pond Effect Snow. Our own personal
weather phenomenon!

once we do get through whatever winter has in store for us, we have to
get through that most unpredictable of times - mud season. I've been
wondering if less precipitation might mean less frost in the roads com-
pared to other years, and if that might mean a gentle mud season as
well. But then again, maybe I really shouldn't say that out loud ...

L&G SCHOOL BUDGET PASSES by Edith serke

Despite the healy snow on Wednesday, February 2,the Leland & Gray
school budget for the coming year was passed with a comfortable margin
of 156 votes in favor and 71 opposed. The vote was by Australian ballot
in the participating towns. In windham, of the 324 voters on the check-
list, 30 people cast a ballot, 27 voted in favor, and 3 opposed. Of the 379
students, 12 arc from windham. The proposed budget of $6,552,3 32 for
FY 2012 is up $223,348 from the current year.. There is a projected slight
decrease in enrollment in the near future. windham is represented by
Diane Newton on the school board.

Vermont Presidential Primary Vote on March 6.
Along with the Town meeting, Vermont is also scheduled to hold
the Presidential Primary on Tuesday, March 6, from 10.00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. at the Meeting House. On the GOP ballot, there are six
candidates, while on the Democratic ballot there is only the incum-
bent, Barack Obama. There is also an opportunity to write in your
preference.

Page 3 Mar/Apr2012

WINDHAM

NEWS & NOTES

Is a publication of the Windham
Community Organization

Published six times ayear

Send donations to address on

last page.

TI{E WN&N TEAM

Dawn Bower

Mary Boyer

Bev Carmichael

Leila Erhardt

Imme Maurath

Mary McCoy

Frank Seawright

Edith Serke

Nancy Tips

Acknowledgements

Thanks to all who provided arti-
cles. Their names are noted with

their submissions

Send articles ofaround 300

words to the address on last

page. Email to:

w in d lt amn ew s @Jt o tm ail. c o m

Next deadline

Aprll 13,2012



Page4 Mu/Apr2012 Windham News & Notes

PORCUPINES BY Mary Crittenden Atter

We used to see many more porcupines in the woods (or slowly crossing the road) than we do now. What

happened to them? ih. *r*"r lies with the Fish and Game Department, now called Fish and Wildlife, and

its program of fisher repopulation.

Fishers, often called fisher cats, are virtually the only animals that willkill and eat porcupines. Fishers are

fairly large forest-dwellers related to weasels and minks. They are both beautiful and frightening with thick,

glossy, dark fur coats, big snouts and fierce faces. They are good tree climbers but prefer the forest floor.

ih"y-*.." coflrmon in Virmont until the early 1900's when trapping and habitat loss due to earlier logging

and clearing of land for farming almost wiped them out. As hshers disappeared from the woods, porcupines

increased, gntil their appetite for the bark of commercially valuable trees began to cause considerable dam-

age to timber stands. Af tt ut point, the Fish and Game people began to try to reduce the number of porcu-

pines.

Starting in the 1950's, a bounty was put on porcupines. You could take apair of ears to Harry Hall, the Town

Clerk in South Windham, and he'd give you 35 cents. (Certain folks were known to have fashioned ears out

of pieces of the porcupine's hide, but those could not be counted on to get past Harry Ha11.) It tumed out that

the bounty didnt have much effect, and in the early 1960's, the Fish and Game Department reintroduced fish-

ers to Vermont, intending that these animals would kill off the porcupines. Now that porcupines seem to

have almost vanished --although my brother Dave says he sees therr, rro* and then -- the program could be

deemed a success.

Our father, Ben Crittenden, didn't like porcupines any more than the Fish and Game people did, because they

gnawed his apple trees, as well as parts of buildings and salty-tasting pieces of leather harness. You can kill a

forcupine *itt u sharp rap on the nose with a2X 4 or anaxe handle or something similar. (I kno* this my-

self from personal e*perience.) So Ben used to go after porcupines when he saw them, but sometimes the

porcupines went aftei him. Once he saw a porcupine chewing on a gnarly old apple tree up behind the house,

and hi started to climb the tree with a stick to rap the porcupine. But as Ben started up, the porky started

down, and Ben had to descend quickly from the tree and retreat, as his disrespectful children laughed.

Another time, he saw a porcupine high up at the top of a tall, skinny soft maple. He tried to shake him down

but couldn,t, so he decidtd toihop down the tree. (This was during the pre-chain saw era.) Just as the tree

was about to topple, the poreupine deftly stepped over into an adjoining maple and watehed as the first tree

crashed down. Ben let that porcupine go and always admired him.

I miss seeing the big old porcupines. Even though they ate a big hole out of the plylvood subfloor of our

cabin and almost gru*"d tt.ough the posts of the back porch -- with chomps that resounded through the

night -- I would 1ile to know thut th.y*e still living in the woods up behind the house, eluding the fisher

cais when they can, and taking their share of the bark of trees. Maybe somebody will call me up and tell me

that there ur. rtill plenty of poicupines in the woods behind his or her house, so what am I so worried about?

If that's true, I'd be happy to hear it!
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Thlented Windham by Imme Maurath
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In this issue, The News and Notes launcltes a new columnfeaturing talentedfolks in our town. I think you'll be pleasantly surprised at
the amazingrange anddepth ofthe talent all aroundyou!

Ginny Crittenden - Fiber Enthusiast

Ginny Crittenden has been knitting since she was 14. (She wouldn't say how
many yearc that was, not that I asked.) She certainly has a number of beautiful
projects under her belt. Her mother was a knitter and Ginny learned the craft
from her. I asked her what kept her atit all these years, and her answer was typi-
cal of the fiber enthusiast: "Fiber stuff is like an addiction," she said. "In other
words, I'm a fiber junky!" Ginny's enthusiasm for fiber in all its lovely forms
has led her to spin her own yam as well, making it possible for her to get the fi-
ber weight and content that she wants for an individual kniuing project. So if
you see Ginny in a knitted garment, ask her about it. She might be able to tell
you its story going all the way back to when its beautiful wool was still on the
sheep!

Richard and Sue Par6 - Taking Sugaring to a Higher Level

The Pards grew up making maple syrup in the woods. Their family had a sugar house built close to the
trees so they wouldn't have to cafi the sap back to the house. (A good thing too, as it takes approximately
40 gallons of sap to make 1 gallon of syrup.) Last March, the Par6s of Windham, Richard and Sue, along
with Richard's brother and sister, Jacqueline and Louie Par6, built themselves a beautiful new sugar house.
It is truly the envy of all who see it! They placed 600 taps and in their new sugar house produced 95 gal-
lons of syrup. This year they are aiming for 1000 taps. The Par6s appreciate all the homeowners who lend
their trees for this purpose. In exchange, they give finished maple syrup to the tree owners.

Qualit.v 1l ol}:ntanship tnr rn,er' :10 1,,eiirs

PETER THE PAINTER
lnterior and Exterior Painting

Wallpapering

Peter Chamberlain
Telephone: 8A2-&7 +4342
544 Burbee Pond Road. Wnclham, VT 0535S
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Billie Van Alstyne defies expectations 6y Mary McCoy

Born and raised in Vermonq Billie Van Alstyne might seem like a typical Green Mountain

woman. She has a deep love for the land here, and she gardens and cans. She values her family
and spends frequent time with them. She even works multiple jobs, like many men and women

in our state find they must do.

Billie picked a common career for a woman. Since she was in elementary school, she knew she

wanted to be a nurse, especially one who helped older adults. She's been a visiting nurse, has

worked in a nursing home, and was employed at the Mountain Valley Medical Clinic. But she

prefers what she doing now, private care with the elderly, helping them to stay in their homes. She has also cleaned

houses, worked as a cashier, mowed the North Windham Cemetery, and done whatever else she could find to support

her family.

You might begin to think that Billie is different from her peers when you know how much she has given to the com-

munity. When her two daughters, Abagale (now l5) and Erika (now 13) were at the Windham Elementary School, Bil-
lie ran the hot lunch program, providing hot meals for the students two days a week. Even though her daughters are

now in high school, Billie says, "If I had time, I'd do it again. Kids need a hot lunch, and they are so grateful for
it." (There is no similar program at the school now.) Billie also supported the summer camp at the Meeting House,

first assisting Kathy Campbell, then taking over when Kathy moved away. "I loved doing that," she says. "The kids

were great."

But you really begin to understand that Billie is an unusual woman when you know why she became our town's con-

stable. "We'd never had a woman constable before," she says. "It's a neat title to hold." When Billie goes to the two

trainings held by the state each year for constables, she is the only woman there. So far, her job in Windham has fo-

cused on complaints about dogs barking or biting. She talks to the parties involved and works out an agreement. In

some towns, the constable has the authority of a police officer. Although that requires more training and more hours on

the job, she might like doing it, if she were paid. Her current job is completely volunteer.

Billie's father, Gary Clay, Sr., taught her that women can do any,thing men can do and that she could do whatever she

set her mind to. Billie says, "I tell my daughters the same thing. We all hunt and fish."

Billie started hunting when she was 10 and has shot many deer since then. Abagale was with her in 2010, when she

bagged a 580-pound moose by the power lines offRotte 121. Her only regret was that she spotted and shot him only

two hours into moose season, ending her hunting for the year. Continued on next page

,4ELl

Windham $439,000. Be the frst to call this home! This lovely 5 bedroom, 3 bath home; with
a first floor bed and bath, is sited on a private elevated 1 acre lot and also offers an adorable,

spacious apartment with all the bells and whistles! Convenient to ever54hing; an 18 hole golf
course just a half mile away, major ski areas and The Market Place within 10-20 minutes,15

minutes to Manchester. Contact us for an exclusive viewing of this wonderful property!

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SER\ACES

615 Route 727 East, Grafton VT 802-843-2390 *u,rv.barrettandvallev.ccm

CHESTER - SPRINGFIELD - BELLOWS FALLS
87s-2323 885-8282 463-1275
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It took six people to move the bull with his i3 points into a six-wheeler truck. Lisai's Market in Chester cut it, and Bil-

lie gave half of it away. "W'e can only eat so much," she said. "People wanted to try it, and I didn't want it to go to

waste."Billie's pleasure in breaking tradition is evidenced in another experience she pursues - driving in demolition

derbies. She was told she couldn't do this because she was "a girl," which only made her more determined to try. "I
haven't done that well at it," she says, "but it is fun." She enjoys preparing the car - finding an old one with a good

engine, removing all the chrome and glass, taking out the backseat and putting the gas tank and battery there, and

painting the car with the number on the door and roof. Although she likes smashing into other cars, she says she's

learning that to be the last remaining car running, she needs to be less aggressive and to hide and wait.

That's not easy for someone who says she's always been a tomboy. She loves kayaking and has no interest in quilting.

She doesn't wear dresses or dress shoes. She lives in her jeans. Although she considers herself a good cook, she has

other things she'd rather do. Any indoor activity is second-rate compared to being outdoors. "I'd love to live back

when all was simple. I don't need TV, electricity, phones, computers. I'd rather spend my time raising my food."

It's hard to see Billie as the petite woman she is. Shefeels like a large person, yet she is only four foot ten inches tall.

"I like being small," she says, just as she says she likes the other aspects of her life. Perhaps it is this contentment and

her self-confidence that makes her seem like such alarge presence. She admits to only one dislike - flying. "I love

driving and will go anl.rruhere if I can get there by car. If I can't, I don't go." She goes to Maine regularly, went to

Pennsylvania last year, andplans a trip this year to North Carolina.

But nowhere compares to Vermont for her. Born in Rutland in 1974, she lived on dairy farms in Middlebury and An-

dover. When she was 14,her father died, and she moved to North Windham with her mother, Cathy Clay, and brother,

Gary Clay, Junior. Cathy's grandparents, Dick and Daisy Field, had land on White Road, where Cathy and Gary now

have homes, as does Cathy's mother (Billie's and Gary's grandmother), Edith Hussey. Billie lives nearby on Popple

Dungeon Road. "We've always been a close family," Billie says. "It's one of the reasons I'd never leave Windham."

She also likes our small-town, country environment. The people are nice and the place is quiet "except," she says smil-

ing, "for barking dogs." There is only one thing she would change, and that's the way people speed on our roads.

"Everyone is in a rush these days," she says. Billie has learned that every day, every moment is worth slowing down

for and savoring. "My daughters have grown up so fast," she says. "You think they won't, but they do."

Cathy says, "Even when Billie was a small kid, she was a powerhouse who went after whatever she wanted. She thinks

she's hard, but inside she isn't. She's kind and considerate." It's this mixture that makes Billie such an unusual

woman. Her barrier breaking combined with her generous giving make her an unforgettable person and a huge asset to

our town.
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The Life of the Windham Meeting House byfriends of the windham Meeting House

First in a series

The Windham Meeting House has been a landmark and a magnet for community and church activities
since 1802, just five years after the town was chartered. The building is one of only two or three Meeting
Houses left in the state owned jointly by atown and a church. A sizable portion of the ground floor is
actually titled to the Town of Windham. The reasons for the shared deed are lost in the mists of time, but
today's usage of the building continues in that same spirit. The downstairs is the site of Town Meeting,
but many other non-church activities fill the calendar throughout the year. The Windham Congrega-
tional Church worships in the sanctuary in the warm months and in the ground floor room during the
winter' The sanctuary is also available for special events such as musical or dramatic performances.

The church makes the largest contribution to the building's operating costs; but the Town of Windham
also makes an annual contribution approved by voters at Town Meeting. Since 200g the amount re-
quested and approved annually has been $5000. This year the amount of the appropriation is $6000, or
slightly less than half of last year's operating budget. The increase mostly reflects the increased cost of
fuel oil in recent years.

other contributions to operating costs come from users. weddings, funerals and other special events
such as family reunions or artistic performances result in fees which are paid into the operating fund.
The weekly exercise and yoga groups and the Library also make contributions to the cost of heating oil
and electricity. The windham community organization, which publishes the News and Notes, also con-
tributes to operating funds.

In addition to the town and the church there is a third entity important to the physical and financial life of
the building' "The Society of the Friends of the Meeting House" is an organi zationof residents who ac-
knowledge and respect the value of the building in terms of both its present uses and its historic signifi-
cance' The mission of The Friends is to insure that major repairs and improvements beyond the normal
operating expenses, but necessary to the building's preservation, are adequately funded and carried out in
a timely manner. The Friends raise funds through special events and through individual bequests.
Membership is open to all who share an interest in preserving the building as a center of community life
for future generations.

In future articles we will talk more about the many ways the Meeting House is used today, and we will
explore its history and the aspects of its design and construction that have contributed to its longevity.
We will also look at steps we can take to insure its future place in the community.

#=ru

The Valley Bible Church invites you to check out their updated website at wryrw,.valleybibleVT.com for
more information and a calendar of upcoming 

"u.rt*
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Windham Town Library News by Bev Carmichaet

We would like to thank Jerry Dyke for the installation of new shelves in the library last month. This ad-

dition completes our plans for expansion. Please continue to support our library with your attendance on

Wednesday afternoons. We add new books to our shelves weekly, our book club continues on the first

Wednesday of every month, and we are more than happy to pursue any requests you may have.

Library Trustee Position - Five Year Term

Regarding the upcoming vote for Library Trustee, I, Bev Carmichael, would be happy to serve the town

for another five-year term. For the past ten years I have enjoyed the time I have spent pursuing my per-

sonal goals for the expansion and for the user friendliness of our town library. I would like to continue

helping in any way I can.

Fresh Food in Winter
Winter Farmers' Market in Brattleboro

Every Saturday through March 31 from 10AM to 2 PM you can find over 25 regular market vendors who

will be offering local apples, potatoes, garlic, carrots, eggs, and grass fed meats, along with maple

syrup, jams, mustards, preserved pears, fresh baked breads and beautiful sweet treats. You'll also find

beautiful jewelry, and other one of-a-kind handcrafted gift items.

Come for the local food, and beautiful homemade products and stay for a tasty lunch. Live music from 11

am -1pm. There is something at the market for everyone.

The Winter Farmers'Market is sponsored by Post Oil Solutions and is held at the Robert H. Gibson

fuver Garden, Main St., Brattleboro. Watch calendar listings for weekly musical talent and special mar-

ket happenings. Contact us at farmersmarket(@pcstoilsolutions.org or call 802-869-2141.

FRESHf(,{}D rIERIIET
freslr Frro{rce, I}elin Eake-5p, IUIeaf

Eeerr, lWirre, lllatrrnal arrd Gourrtreil Foods
MOUHTAIH MARKETtrLACE

Jct. Route 1OO and Route 11 in Lnndonderry
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Windham by the Numbers by Frank seawright

Windham occupies 26.17 square miles (16,748.8 acres). The size of its arearanks 2l0th of Vermont's242
towns and unincorporated areas. Windham has lots of non-resident property owners. We used data from
Windham's 2011 Grand List to answer the question, Where are the primary residences of Windham's prop-

erly owners and how much land do individual owners own?

SIZE OF PARCEL IN ACRES

<=1 1to5 5.01 to 10 10.0I to 50 50.01 to 100 100.01 to 500 >500 Row total

State

AR 0 0 0 0 0 0

A,Z 0 0 0 0 0 0

CA 0 0 0 0 0 0

CO 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2

CT t5 45 9 l8 8 --) 0 98

FL 0 I 0 6 0 0 0 7

IL 0 0 0 0 0 2

MA 8 l1 5 11 i A 41

MD 0 0 0 0 I 0 0

ME l I 0 0 0 0 J

NC 0 I 0 0 0 0 0

NH I 0 1 3 I 0 7

N.I 5 15 4 12 i3 I 41

NY 5 22 4 I5 3 5 0 54

OH 0 0 0 0 0 I 0

PA 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 )

RI 3 I 0 0 0 0 5

SC 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

TN 0 0 0 I 0 l

TX 0 1 0 0 0 0 2

VA 0 0 0 0 0 2

VT 35 5t 20 37 7 9 0 r59

vT(R)** l3 29 12 32 9 I 0 96

WA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Column 91 t79 59 t43 35 25 a)

+* l T(R) ll indhont residenrs
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Beech Drops by Frank seawright

A Plant that is Hiding in Plain Sight

Beech drops are small nondescript plants always found under

beech (Fagus grandifolia) trees. Windham has lots of beech

trees and, therefore, this little plant too. Beech drops are easy

to overlook. They are usually about six inches tall, but can

grow taller. You'll hardly ever notice these little plants, but
they're really a botanical curiosity. They are colorless, or
nearly so, because they don't have chlorophyl. They do make

flowers and produce seed so how do they do that without
chlorophyl to trap the sun's energy.

Oddly, they have evolved so that they are totally dependent

upon beech trees. They live as parasites on the roots of their
beech tree host. And they are specific to beech - if you find
beech drops you've identified the tree you're standing under.

Beech drops do produce flowers and seed, but many of the

flowers are cleistogamous which means they don't open and

can't be open pollinated. Some of the flowers do open though,
and can be cross pollinated. Perhaps those few ambitious
flowers are the plant's effort to stitch together a genetic combination

nice green chlorophyl-drenched leaves agun- if they ever did.
that will restore the ability to make

When I moved to Windham I had never seen Beech drops. Walking in the woods, I noticed these small

colorless plants but assumed the shallow soil had dried out and the plants had died. I probably thought-

lessly tromped down hundreds. Eventually, though, the sub-conscious part of my brain told me I was see-

ing something odd and I undertook to identiff this small, unassuming plant. The name says it all; I found

that its name rs Epifagus, from the Greek words "epi" meaning "upon," and"Fagzs" which is the botani-

cal name for the beech tree.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Every Sunday - Windham Congregational Church (UCC) has worship services at9:30 AM: everyone invited.

Every Sunday and Thursday - Valley Bible Church has services: Sunday - 9:55 AM Sunday School; l l:00 AM
Worship, followed by pot luck lunch at 12:30 and l: 10 PM Afternoon Bible Study; Tuesday - 7:00 pM prayer Meet-
ing and Bible Study.

Every Wednesday - Windham Town Library open at Meeting House from 3:00 to 5:00 pM. Also at that time:
reading group on first Wednesday of the month.

wednesdays, 9:00 to 12:00 - Town Listers' office hours at the Town office.

Mondays,Mar.5, 19andApr.2,16- SelectBoardmeetsat6:30PMattheTownOffice. OpenMeeting.

Thursday, Mar. 8 - Planning Board meets 7 PM at the Town office. open Meeting.

Wednesday, Mar. 28 and Apr. 25 - Windham Community Organization meets at 7:00 PM at the Meeting House.

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - Town Office llours - 10:00 to 3:00 pM.

Save the Date!

Town Meeting and Presidential Primary-March 6, 10:00

Pot luck lunch and $1.00 for drinks


