WINDHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FOR JANUARY 6, 2020
Present: Bill Anton, Laurie Garland, Mickey Parker-Jennings, Carolyn Partridge, Beth McDonald, Antje Ruppert, Gail Wyman, Mary Boyer, Kathy and Kord Scott, Michael Simonds, Amos Newton, Tom Widger
Call to Order: 9:02 am
Minutes: Beth M. moves to approve the minutes from the meeting on December 9, 2019, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Bills & Pay orders: Antje R. moves to approve pay orders 22-28, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Members of the public: Lisa Beshay reports on the progress of the afterschool program. All is working well with the students, but there is currently a deficit of $2500, some due to outstanding payments and some due to lack of participation. Lisa applied for a robotics grant which has been approved, but the payment has not yet arrived. She is hoping that this might interest some of the older students. Laurie G. will research some other grant options and Lisa is willing to write the grant applications.
Mickey P-J. informs the board that the $1400 that were stolen from the school a few years ago are now finally being repaid. This money will be invested in the after school program. Carolyn P. will reach out to Ellen McDuffy to send out a note to residents about donations to the afterschool program. Mary B. will bring the message to the WCO.
Principal’s report: see attachment
Superintendent’s report: see attachment
Bill A. informs the board that a study on the weighing of students finally came out on December 24, 2019 providing different scenarios of student funding. This report should have been prepared every 2 years after the introduction of Act 60/68, but this is the first publication. The report does not focus directly on preschool students requiring special ed.

Carolyn has prepared a bill that requests that pre-K special ed be reimbursed as for K-12. She expects to sign this bill in a few weeks.

New Business: Budget: Antje R. moves to approve the FY21 budget in the amount of $535,075.00, Beth M. 2nd.
Tuition rate: Beth M. moves to set the WES tuition rate at $14,700. 
Bill A. informs the board that if tuition gets waived for one student this will apply to all students. If a student from outside Windham attends WES, but the student’s district offers a state approved school and education, WES will not be reimbursed for that student and will be responsible for any special ed services (and costs) that student may need. 

Executive session: 10:50 - 10:55 for legal reasons: The Superintendent directs the Principal to communicate with inquiring parents about enrollment.

Next meeting: Extraordinary meeting on January 11, 2020 at 10 am to discuss and vote on whether the school budget should be voted on by Australian ballot.
Regular board meeting on February 3, 2020 at 4 pm, followed by the budget information meeting at 5:30 pm.
Adjourn: 9:55 am
