WINDHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER 10, 2018
Present: Bill Anton, Mickey Parker-Jennings, Carolyn Partridge, Beth McDonald, Antje Ruppert, Gail Wyman, Kord Scott, Howie Ires, Mary Boyer, Peter Chamberlain
Call to Order: 4:05 pm
Minutes: Beth M. moves to approve the minutes, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Bills and Pay Orders: Antje R. moves to approve pay orders 7 - 13, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Members of the Public: n/a
Principal’s Report: see attachment.
Superintendent’s Report: WCSU retreat on Sept. 26, 2018
Old Business: Kord S.: The school bus is running well and there are slight but non-disruptive changes in the school bus route.

Options and next steps for WES:  At Carolyn P.’s presentation on the developments regarding Act 46 during the potluck supper on the first day of school, several parents expressed interest in keeping the 7th and 8th graders in Windham. Overall great public response.

A great number of residents in Windham are not pleased with the fact that all of the school’s assets would be absorbed by the West River Modified Unified Union District in case of a forced merger.
Carolyn spoke with the attorney Mark Oettinger. Bill A. highly recommends to pay for Mr. Oettinger’s retainer and obtain answers to various legal questions regarding further procedure toward independence for the Windham Elementary School.
Antje R. moves to pay a retainer in the amount of $1500 to the attorney Mark Oettinger and allow the board chair to get answers to pertinent legal questions, Beth M. 2nd.

In order to receive donations for the school, someone other than the school board will need to set up a 501c3 non-profit organization, and a separate group (other than the school board) needs to initiate the school certification process with NEASC.

Carolyn P. will be presenting the defense of the WES’ application for alternative governance structure on Sept. 19 to the State Board.

Discussion and vote to join the group litigation to hold action. Beth M. moves to join the litigation, Carolyn P. 2nd.

Next Meeting: September 24, 2018, at 4 pm
Adjourn: 5:45 pm
