SPECIAL WINDHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING AND VOTE
November 26, 2018
Present: See list of attendants
Call to Order: 7:06 pm
Moderator reads the articles the town is to vote on:

Shall the voters of Windham Town School District, if the State Board of Education votes to merge the District into West River Modified Union Education District (also sometimes referred to as West River MUUSD):

1. Authorize the School Board to sell the Windham Elementary School building, associated land, and all associated school-related personal property, including the school bus, to the Town of Windham; and
2. Authorize the School Board to close Windham Elementary School, effective June 30, 2019, and to provide for the elementary education of the District’s students by paying tuition in accordance with law, to any public elementary school , or to any approved independent elementary school of the students’ parents’ choice?
Peter Chamberlain moves to vote by paper ballot, Bill Dunkel 2nd.
Discussion:
Walter Woodruff: Could you explain what happens with either vote: 

Carolyn Partridge: A Yes vote will give the school board the quoted authorizations; a No vote will allow the school’s assets to be transferred and taken over by the MUUSD.

Ernie Friedli: If we vote Yes and the town takes over the school building, what are we going to do with that?
Several responses: There are several different options to use the school building, including to open an independent school, or use it for the community, for the Fire Department, etc.

Claudia Voight: If Windham Elementary School became private, how could we attract more students? And what is the tax impact?

Carolyn Partridge: There are already parents of children in other districts interested in a potential independent option in Windham.

If we were to send students to other schools, the tuition would be around $11,000 and the tax rate about $1.57. We are currently paying $1.88 in conjunction with Leland & Gray.
Bob Kehoe: The amount allowed for tuition would cover any other public elementary school? And if parents chose a private school, would they have to pay the difference?

Carolyn Partridge: Yes

Kathy Scott: What will happen with the pre-school program?

Carolyn Partridge: It will stay as is with children going to other approved facilities, which are currently primarily The Little School in Weston and Montessori School in South Londonderry.
Sally Hoover: How will the school cover its current CAC debt?

Carolyn Partridge: If we are forcibly merged, the MUUSD would be responsible for all district debt.

Bill Dunkel: If we vote Yes to close the school by June 30, 2019, and there is a court injunction against all forced mergers, what will happen then?

Carolyn Partridge: An injunction would give the district more time to move toward independence.

Leigh Merinoff: There are some great ideas we can incorporate to bring in more families.

Rachel Spengler: If we vote Yes, the school assets will go to the town. What if we are still merged? Could we lose both ways?

Carolyn Partridge: If we are forcibly merged, we will become a part of the MUUSD and they can do with us whatever they want.
Asa Goodband: If there are only 4 students left, would the school be viable?

Carolyn Partridge: No, but then the parents would have choice to send their children elsewhere.

Leigh Merinoff: Could WES grow if it were independent?

Carolyn Partridge: Yes, there are already some parents in other districts hopeful for an alternative available in Windham.
Carol Belucci: Would there be room to include home schoolers?

Carolyn Partridge: Yes
Ernie Friedli: There just aren’t enough children in the state to warrant all of these schools.

Antje Ruppert: Even if we lost the school, we would still be liable to pay the current amount for education to the state. So, at least we should leave ourselves the option of saving our school and its assets.

Sue Paré: If we are forcibly merged could our children go to Floodbrook?

Carolyn Partridge: No. If we offer choice, Windham students can attend Floodbrook from K-6.

Vance Bell: Choice would only apply to K-6, not 7-12. There is a petition to leave the Leland & Gray Union, but chances are slim.
Peter Chamberlain: What if the town says no and does not want to buy the school?

Kathy Scott: If we are forced to merge with the MUUSD there is no knowing where the students will be sent. There are already a number of petitions against the MUUSD’s plan to send children to Leland & Gray and other schools.

Bob Bingham: Why did the Legislature pass this bill? Why would anyone have voted for it? There are too many ifs, people are not able to understand what they are voting for.

Carolyn Partridge: That seems to not be the case given the impressive turn-out on a snowy night and the fact that many residents in town are very supportive of the school.
Colin Blazej: A No vote will give authority to the MUUSD on whose 11 member board we have 1 vote.

Colin calls the question, Kathy Scott 2nd.

Vote:
67 Yays


11 Nays


1 spoilt ballot

Next meeting: December 3, 2018 at 4 pm.
Adjourn: 8:20 pm
