WINDHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 4, 2019
Present: Bill Anton, Stephanie Betit-Hancock, Carolyn Partridge, Beth McDonald, Antje Ruppert, Kathy & Kord Scott, Gail Wyman, Peter Chamberlain, Joyce & Russ Cummings, Ilana Newton
Call to Order: 4:02 pm
Minutes: Beth M. moves to approve the minutes for January 7 and January 21, 2019. Carolyn P. 2nd.

Bills and Pay Orders: Antje R. moves to approve pay orders 30-44, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Members of the Public: Russ C. asks how equalized students are calculated. Bill A. replies: Students below Kindergarten  -    0.46



  K through 6 -       1.0




  7 through 12-       1.13
In addition, poverty, special ed and other aspects factor in as well.

The current budget calculations are based on what is known to date. The Agency of Education is interpreting the order of the State Board of Education from November 30, 2018 which mandates a forced merger for WES with the West River MUUD and will not provide specific information, including a 3-year budget comparison. 

Principal’s Report: see attachment
Superintendent’s Report: Stephanie B-H. is presenting the report noting that 25% of the 1000 students in the WSCU district are currently receiving special education services. The WCSU spends $5.5 million on providing these services.

State-wide the number of students needing special services is at 22%. 
Old Business: n/a
New Business: n/a

Transition to Budget Information Meeting:

Every dollar spent above the penalty threshold is double-taxed. 
The members of the MUUD Board are waiting to vote on including WES until after June 30, 2019. WES is therefore assuming to be in operation for FY 20. 

Multiple things would have to happen for WES to be forced to merge at this point. It is therefore highly unlikely that a forced merger will happen anytime soon.

Next meeting: March 4, 2019, at 4 pm followed by a Information Meeting at 5 pm.
Adjourn: 6:30 pm
