WINDHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 7, 2019
Present: Laurie Garland, Mickey Parker-Jennings, Carolyn Partridge, Beth McDonald, Antje Ruppert, Kathy Scott, Dawn Bowers, Bill Dunkel, Tom Widger, Skip Raymond, Ernie Friedli
Call to Order: 4:00 pm
Minutes: Beth M. moves to approve the minutes from September 9, 2019, Carolyn P. 2nd.
Bills & Pay orders: Antje R. moves to approve pay orders 11 - 15. Carolyn P. 2nd.
Members of the public: Skip R. asks how many students WES is currently accepting from outside of Windham. Carolyn P. responds that there are currently 2 previous home-schooled children from Jamaica and 1 from West Townshend attending.

Ernie Friedli asks about the total number of students at WES to which Mickey P-J. responds 19: 6 6th graders, 2 5th graders, no 4th graders, 2 3rd graders, 4 2nd graders, 3 1st graders, 2 kindergarteners.

Dawn asks about tuition payments for these students. WES is accepting them tuition-free.

Tom Widger asks if Windham could ever get out of being a “gold town”. Carolyn P. responds with no.

Ernie Friedli wonders why we are not all taxed according to income and why the tax rate is different from town to town. Kathy S. responds that the School Board is not responsible for tax rates the state sets. Laurie G. responds that the tax rate is based on student counts.
Principal’s report: see attachment
Lisa Beshay provides a brief report on the status of the afterschool program which is running smoothly and is well attended. So far with the weather as nice this fall, the children have mostly been playing. As soon as it gets colder she is planning for some indoor activities including games and art work, and encourages community participation.

Superintendent’s report: Laurie G. presents a wrap-up of the current budget status and informs the Board that we ended the last school year with a $63,000 deficit due to special ed services.
Old Business: Different scenarios for WES in the future. We still need to do a census. Carolyn P. is going to contact Gail who may have the current numbers.
Mickey P.-J. thinks that with the current school population we would need to hire a full-time K-2 teacher and it may makes sense to also hire a pre-school teacher.
Executive Session: 5:24 - 5:35 pm
Personnel - no action taken.

Next meeting: November 4, 2019 at 4 pm
Adjourn: 5:35 pm
