Planning Commission Agenda Notes
8/9/23
I. Act on Minutes of Previous Meeting
II. Proposed Changes to Zoning Regulations 
A. Eliminate Single Family Only Zoning Districts 
Based upon my conversation from the VLCT, S.100 (aka the HOME Act) has eliminated single family only zoning districts.   Single family dwellings are still allowed, of course, but wherever they are allowed, duplexes also must be allowed. Therefore we need to change Sections 201.1 (Recreational/ Commercial), 201.2 (Hamlet), Sec. 201.4 (Rural Residential), 201.6 (Historic District) so that they all include a Duplex as a permitted use, rather than as a conditional use.  We also should include a definition of a Duplex (a two family dwelling unit) and a definition of a Multifamily Dwelling (a dwelling unit for three or more families) in Appendix A..  
B. Recreational Vehicles 
I propose that we add the following language to our zoning regulations under Article V. Standards for Special Uses.
Sec. 500 Recreational Vehicles
The following provisions apply to recreational vehicles, travel trailers, and other mobile camping vehicles and are not subject to requirements for campgrounds. They must, however, meet the special requirements outlined below.  
a. The owner of a recreational vehicle, travel trailer, or other mobile camping vehicle may park it on his or her own property indefinitely, as long as it is unoccupied and not connected to any utilities.  A recreational vehicle, travel trailer, or other camping vehicle so parked shall not be used as permanent, seasonal or temporary living quarters, or for commercial purposes. No Zoning Permit is required for this accessory use. 
b. A property owner may have a recreational vehicle, travel trailer, or other mobile camping vehicle parked on his or her land and used for temporary camping purposes only by non-paying occupants or guests, for up to 90 days within any consecutive twelve (12) month period.  Any recreational vehicle,  travel trailer, or other mobile camping vehicle so parked shall meet all district setback requirements, and adequately and safely control all wastes. No Zoning Permit is required for this accessory use. 
      c. Recreational vehicles, travel trailers, and other mobile camping vehicles 
parked on a property for more than ninety (90) days within any consecutive twelve (12) month period shall be deemed a "dwelling unit" (as defined in Appendix A. Definitions) and must be connected to a potable water supply and a wastewater system.  Such use shall require a Zoning Permit and shall comply with all applicable zoning requirements and state regulations. 
           C.  Composting Toilets
I need to talk with Bob Fisher, town attorney, before we decide whether to add any language to our zoning regs about composting toilets.  Composting toilets are legal according to state regulations, which apparently means that single family dwellings may have one instead of a standard flush toilet.  However, I think any dwelling constructed after 1/1/2007 must be connected to a potable water supply and a wastewater system to handle wastewater from showers, sinks, dishwashers, washing machines, etc.  I need to verify this with Bob.  It may not be necessary to alter our zoning regs, but we may need to add language to our zoning permit application about this. 
III. Proposed Changes to Logging Permit
See downloaded proposed changes in the form
IV. Proposed Changes to Zoning Permit Application & Process
A.  See Downloaded proposed changes in application form. 
V. Discussion of Tiny Houses
VI. Other Old or New Business
